
2:1-23



I. I. The Mystery of GodThe Mystery of God
(Colossians 2:1-7)

A.  Paul was greatly concerned about the 
Colossians

B.  But Paul knew the powers of evil so 
well.

C.  Wisdom is notnot found in worldly 
knowledge.

-“the world by wisdom knew not God”
(1 Cor. 1:21)

D.  The false teachers at Colosse boasted of 
philosophical wisdom and knowledge. 



II.   II.   We are Complete in HimWe are Complete in Him
(Colossians 2:8-15)

A.  There are many modern forms of the 
Colossian error today.  

B.  Being in Christ, the Christian has all 
we need.



II.   II.   We are Complete in HimWe are Complete in Him

C.  The Jewish circumcision was the sign 
of God’s covenant of separation from 
the Gentiles. (Vv.8-14)
- ‘circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands’ by the ‘putting off 
the body of sins of the flesh’.

- Baptism is the symbol of being “buried 
with Him in baptism” (v.12).



II.   II.   We are We are CompleteComplete in Himin Him
D.  It is God who forgives our trespasses and 

blots out the handwriting of ordinances that 
were against us.

E.  We live, yet it is no more we who live but 
Christ lives in us.
- Galatians 2:20, I have been crucified with 
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me.



III.   III.   Exhortations and WarningsExhortations and Warnings
(Colossians 2:16-23)

A. Paul’s warning to the Christians at 
Colosse. 

B.  To upset their Christian beliefs with 
false teaching - discredited Christ.

C.  Being transformed by the power of 
Christ means death to the old 
relationships:



Colossians 2:8
Beware lest anyone cheat you through 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not according to 
Christ.

Verses 18-19a - Let no one cheat you of your 
reward, taking delight in false humility and 
worship of angels, intruding into those 
things which he has not seen, vainly puffed 
up by his fleshly mind, 19and not holding fast 
to the Head…



You are
only

complete

in HIM!
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